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Lack of public disclosure of documents and studies related to

mainstream dams
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(1) The new discourse of “sustainable hydropower?”
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(2) No or inadequate response to letters from civil society
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To make every effort to avoid, minimize and mitigate
harmful effects that might occur to the environment,
especially the water quantity and quality, the aquatic (eco-
system) conditions, and ecological balance of the river
system, from the development and use of the Mekong
River Basin water resources .... (Article 7. Prevention and
Cessation of Harmful Effects, AGREEMENT ON THE
COOPERATION FOR THE SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEKONG RIVER BASIN)
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Civil society letters to MRC e.g. 23 March 2008, 23 September
2008



(3) Selective use of own studies. Although, the MRC has
completed fishery studies which state clearly that if
the dams are built they will negatively impact the fish
populations and the rural communities, they then
distance themselves from the results by stating:
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The opinions and interpretations expressed within are
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Mekong River Commission.
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MRC has not taken the effects of the dams upstream in China
seriously. Instead, they claim the changes in water flow will

have positive impacts on the downstream communities.
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MRC does not have a policy that facilitates public access to

information e.g. data on water levels and discharge
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MRC should be more accountable to the public



2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Cambodia 225,673 237,414 250,328 264,534 280,160
Lao PDR 225,673 237,414 250,328 264,534 280,160
Thailand 248,132 270,309 294,703 321,536 734,574
Vietnam 241,881 261,449 282,973 306,649 332,694
total 941,359 1,006,586 | 1,078,332 | 1,157,253 | 1,627,588
Donors 10,232,904 | 12,897,394 | 13,754,662 | 10,925,732 | 20,022,336
Staff salary 929,515 702,053 671,086 745,111 743,120
and fees
Common 391,311 392,080 402,500 412,726 403,453
staff costs
total 1,320,826 | 1,094,133 | 1,073,586 | 1,157,837 | 1,146,573
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MRC closing their eyes and ears to factors pushing for dam
development in the region (which are not based on “science”

but on “vested interests”
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 Moreover, the Company also has advanced cash of Baht
88.6 million for the investment in a local company which is
under the negotiation process and the management
expects to conclude the deal in the near future. Such cash
advances are to support the acquisition of the concession

license from .......... (Country name) to develop ................
(project name).

 The subsidiary company entered into agreement with broker in
.......... (Country name) to perform, contact and negotiate with
.......... (Country name) to obtain the license and permission for the
development ................ (project name). The subsidiary company shall
pay USD 20 million with 3 installments as described in the agreement
and shall provide 5% of free shares for this project to broker. As at 30

June 2008, the subsidiary company has paid cash to such broker
totalling Baht 227.6 million.

* Moreover during the period, the Company entered into loan
agreement with a local commercial bank for development of ................
(project name) amounting to Baht 680 million for which Baht 228

million has been drawndown. This loan bears interest at the rate of
MLR per annum.
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Expectations
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